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A token is a piece of text: a short word, part of a long word, a punctuation mark or a space. Al APIs count tokens, not
words or characters, to measure what the model read and what it wrote, and tokens are what they charge for.
Understanding this is understanding why a long conversation costs more than it looked.

We do not write the price of any model here, because it changes. The price per token is on the provider’s pricing
page, and what each model used shows in the provider’s console.

(?) What goes into the count

What counts Example Note

What you send (input) Your question, the instructions, the Includes the system instructions an application
documents you attach adds on its own.

What the model writes The reply As arule, providers price output differently

(output) from input. Check the pricing page.

The conversation The earlier messages It is usually resent with every request, so the

history cost of a conversation grows.

Tool results A page read, a search, a database Everything the model “reads” to answer counts
queried as input.

© The three Facts that explain almost everything

Each model counts in its own way. The same text can give different token numbers on models from
different providers. Use the provider’'s counting tool if there is one, or the usage field the API response
returns.
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6 Other languages usually cost more. In general, Portuguese uses more tokens than English to say the
same thing. The difference depends on the model, so measure with your own text.

e There is a context ceiling. Each model only reads a certain volume of tokens at once (the “context
window"). If the history, the documents and the reply do not fit, the model cuts or fails. The value is in the
model’s documentation.

(3) How to spend less without losing quality

0 Start a fresh conversation when the subject changes, instead of dragging a history that no longer helps.
° Send only what matters. Do not attach a whole document to ask about one paragraph.
Ask for short answers when they are enough. Output is paid for too.

Use the right model. Simple tasks do not need the biggest one. See which tool suits which task.

only then schedule it.

° Measure before you automate. Run the task by hand a few times, check the usage in the console, and
0 An agent working on its own spends tokens even when you are not looking.

Set a spending limit at the provider before you schedule tasks. See what an agent costs.

A subscription to a chat app and an API key are different things, with different accounts. Paying for one
does not put credit on the other.

@3 NEED AHAND?

Have a server or a site where you want to plug in Al and do not know where to start? Tell us what you
have in mind.

& Open a support ticket -

® SEEALSO

Getting an API key For an Al model, and keeping it safe >
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