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File upload fails with Failed to open stream or
move_uploaded_File: the causes, in order
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The file reaches the server, PHP stores it in a temporary folder and your code tries to move it to its final place with
move uploaded file() .If that step fails, the warning is “failed to open stream: Permission denied”, “No such file
or directory” or “Unable to move”. It is not a size problem (for that there is uploading large Files in PHP), it is a

problem of path, permissions or space. There is a way to see the cause: the error codein $ FILES .

Q Reading the upload error code

Before moving the file, PHP leaves a numberin $ FILES['field']['error'] .Printiton a test page, or write it

to the error log.

Code Means What to do
0 The upload went fine. If it still Fails, the problem is the next step: moving the Ffile.
1 Larger than PHP's limit. See upload_max_Filesize and post_max_size.
2 Larger than the form’s own Look for a hidden MAX FILE SIZE fieldin the form.
limit.
3 Only part of it arrived. Connection dropped. Try again on a better network.
4 No file was sent. Check the form has enctype="multipart/form-data" . Without it

$ FILES arrives empty.

6 The temporary folder is Ask us for help: it is the server's.
missing.
7 Could not write to disk. It may be the account’s space used up. Check the counter in cPanel.
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Code Means What to do
8 A PHP extension stopped Ask us for help with the address and the time.
the upload.

© If the code is 0 and moving fails

‘ Does the destination folder exist? “No such file or directory” is almost always a wrong path. A relative
path changes depending on which file calls it. Prefer a full path built from  DIR

a Does the folder accept writing? In general the folder should belong to your account and have
permission 755 (and files 644). “Permission denied” on a folder you just created, or one made by another
user (on a VPS, root), is the commonest cause. See error 403: permissions, .htaccess and blocked IPs.
Do not set 777 in desperation.

Has the space run out? A full account disk, or the file-count limit (inodes), makes writes fail. See the
limits nobody advertises.

Generate your own name (a random string plus the extension) instead of using what the user sent.

Read the error log: it carries the exact path that failed. See where the PHP error log is.

o Does the File name have awkward characters? Spaces, accents or an empty name cause trouble.
° Be careful what you allow to be uploaded.

If the destination folder is inside the site and the user can upload a .php Ffile, whoever uploads it runs
code on your server. Accept only the types you need, check the type by content (not just by extension),
rename the file and, if you can, store it outside the public folder.

o In WordPress

the error shows as “"HTTP error” or “Could not move the file". See raising the WordPress upload limit. If
the upload is very large or frequent, use SFTP: see SFTP instead of FTP.

%) NEED AHAND?

Seen the error code and the path and it still fails? Send us the full message and the page address.

& Open a support ticket -

RLX Holdings, S.A. - Tax ID (NUIT) 401 191 607 Page 3 of4


https://www.meu.mozout.co.mz/knowledgebase/837/Raising-the-WordPress-upload-limit.html
https://www.meu.mozout.co.mz/knowledgebase/549/SFTP-instead-of-FTP-when-you-can-and-why-it-is-better.html
https://www.meu.mozout.co.mz/submitticket.php
https://www.meu.mozout.co.mz/knowledgebase/299/Error-403-Forbidden-permissions-htaccess-and-blocked-IPs.html
https://www.meu.mozout.co.mz/knowledgebase/463/The-limits-nobody-advertises-inodes-processes-and-memory.html
https://www.meu.mozout.co.mz/knowledgebase/463/The-limits-nobody-advertises-inodes-processes-and-memory.html
https://www.meu.mozout.co.mz/knowledgebase/351/Where-the-PHP-error-log-is-how-to-read-it-and-the-errors-you-will-see-most.html

MozOut Mozambique - RLX-MZ-KB-1447 - v2026.10.10

® SEEALSO

Uploading large files in PHP: upload_max_Filesize and post_max_size

Error 403 Forbidden: permissions, .htaccess and blocked IPs

Where the PHP error log is

The limits nobody advertises: inodes, processes and memory

"W out

MozOut Mozambique

RLX Holdings, S.A. - Group RLX Holdings

TAXID (NUIT) 401 191 607
LEGAL ENTITY NO. (NUEL) 105 045 974

ECONOMIC ACTIVITY 62022
CODE (CAE)
REGISTERED OFFICE Bairro 7 de Setembro

Vilankulo 1304 - CEP 0411-02, Inhambane, Mozambique

CONTACT info@mozout.co.mz - +258 84 635 1111 - +258 86 635 1111 -

wWwWw.mozout.co.mz

OPENING HOURS Monday to Friday - 08 AM to 04 PM
Saturday & Sunday - Closed

RLX-MZ-KB-1447 -v2026.10.10 - Generated on 21/10/2026 17:42

File upload fails with failed to open stream or...

Online version of this

document

Page 4 of 4


https://www.meu.mozout.co.mz/knowledgebase/801/Uploading-large-files-in-PHP-upload-max-filesize-and-post-max-size.html
https://www.meu.mozout.co.mz/knowledgebase/299/Error-403-Forbidden-permissions-htaccess-and-blocked-IPs.html
https://www.meu.mozout.co.mz/knowledgebase/351/Where-the-PHP-error-log-is-how-to-read-it-and-the-errors-you-will-see-most.html
https://www.meu.mozout.co.mz/knowledgebase/463/The-limits-nobody-advertises-inodes-processes-and-memory.html

